Hello Family and Friends! (change what’s in yellow)
This year’s NSA annual conference in Cleveland is fast approaching!  It is July 7-11th and this year I am playing a larger role than usual as I am planning the family portion of the conference.  This organization changed my life as well as so many others.  It has meant so much for me to have the support of family and friends who have donated money or auction items over the years.  

Many of my family members have come along to the conference to witness this great organization.  Freddy proposed to me in Baltimore, Maryland.  A few weeks into my first pregnancy, Jill accompanied me to Long Beach, California.  New York’s conference was witnessed by my mom, my sister Emily, Chad and Mea.  Last year’s Arizona conference brought the biggest crew yet: my sisters (Kat and Emily), husband, Mea and Eva.  
The annual conference is not only a gathering of friends: new and old…it is also our most important fund raising event of the year!  At the conference we hold a LIVE and SILENT AUCTION.  Past silent auction opportunities have often provided an exciting, interactive way for members to contribute to our ongoing funding needs and to allow our conference participants to take home a piece of the NSA experience as a reminder of how special their lives were touched.

I am reaching deep into my bag of tricks to find those incredible, unique, influential and giving contacts among my family, friends, neighbors, colleagues, customers, classmates, and all the people we know etc., 
AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION
Consider some of the ideas listed below to stimulate possibilities that we can market and convert to help fuel the power of the NSA to continue to change lives.  So, what can you think of to contribute?
· Anything MICHIGAN and we can add it to our Michigan basket! 
· Anything Rock n Roll themed- to go with our theme in conjunction with Cleveland’s Rock n Roll Hall of Fame. 
· Any gift certificates for national chains or Cleveland local businesses. Many of our participants are staying after the conference to enjoy this wonderful area….Dinner for two (or more), bus tour tickets, etc etc.  

· travel and hospitality benefits
· eatery and entertainment passes (national chains)- Famous ribs, steaks, cheesecakes, etc 
· professional services
· autographed memorabilia 
· holiday arts and crafts 
· family games and toys- Cameras, IPODs, Nintendo Wii, software, video games (FUN STUFF) 
· Free stay in your condo/ timeshare on that resort island or mountain ski town
· Tickets and parking passes to a pro game by one of your colleagues whose cousin works for the owner's family
· Flower of the month, wine of the month, meat of the month (delivered to their door once per month for an entire year) 
I have to gather the donations in the month to plan accordingly.  So let me know if I can expect something from you!  Again, thank you all for sharing.
PS:  Even if you are not coming to the NSA conference this year….you can STILL DONATE and you can STILL BID!  (The live auction items will be listed on the website and you can bid by phone or have a “surrogate bidder” at the auction).  www.WeStutter.org You can also buy an ad in our program!
Thanks, 

Sarah D’Agostino- NSA- Webmaster and Family Programs Administrator  
