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If they ever made a movie about the life of 
21-year old Chase Decraene, it might as well 
be called “A Man and His Turntable.” Plain 
and simple, the man known as “DJ Stutter” 
has a special story to share with the world, 
and he does it through his performing.

This native of Atlanta and current resident 
of Sandy Springs (northern suburbs of the 
city) spent about two hours with me as 
we reminisced about the early days of his 
stuttering. “I have been a person who has 
stuttered my entire life, and I don’t know 
of any other time when I didn’t,” he says. 
“The best way I can describe it is that it’s 
very fragile and sensitive to events that are 
happening in my life. It really just depends 
on the day.” Chase doesn’t have a memory of 
when he had his first stutter, but does recall 
the pain and frustration. “I know it was just 
there,” he stated. “I kept thinking I shouldn’t 
stutter.” Yet he kept sensing that his anxiety 

level was always increasing. “I wondered what 
people were thinking of me. Instead of being 
nervous about how to sound out the words, 
I was more worried about how to get them 
out at all.” 

Chase also experienced the cruel and 
insulting comments from other students. 
“There was this one time we were going 
out for recess and this one kid kept say-
ing “What’s wrong with your voice? What’s 
wrong with your voice? But at that age, it 
was more of him not knowing what stutter-
ing was.” Chase is quick to praise his parents, 
Patty & Dan, as well as an older sister and 
brother as very stabilizing influences. In 
addition, he is very complimentary of Tim 
Mackesey, an SLP who in the Atlanta area. “I 
went to speech therapy in the school system, 
but at that age you really can’t do much 
therapy except for trying to make the person 
feel better about themselves. On the basis of 
stuttering, the therapy seems to leave a lot to 
be desired. School SLP’s have such a broad 
range of clients that it can be tough to get 
the best therapy from them.”

Yet the challenges of high school for Chase 
were not just restricted to the classroom. 
Job-hunting proved to be another exercise in 
futility. “Stuttering has influenced my jobs 
and choices, but not negatively” he explained. 
“My first real job interview was at a Chick-
Fil-A in Atlanta, and I was around sixteen at 
the time. The associate called me for a phone 
interview and it went really poorly. I had 
trouble answering, not because I didn’t know 
the answers to the questions, but because I 

DJ Stutter: It’s All In the Name
BY STeven KaUFMan

This year’s Freedom of Speech at the Beach at 
the beautiful Vinoy Renaissance Resort & Golf 
Club in St. Petersburg, Florida is right around 
the corner, and Tammy and the staff of the 
NSA are hard at work planning workshops and 
activities that kids, ‘tweens, teens, adults, SLPs, 
and their families are sure to enjoy. Here is 
just a taste of what’s to come in St. Petersburg 
(complete workshop list available mid-June):

 Tuesday  
Hook up with our group to head over to  
Adventure Island’s 30-acre water park for  
corkscrew slides, waterfalls, giant wave pool, 
and rambling river. Or, perhaps you’re in the 
mood for something land-based? Join our  
tour of the Salvador Dali Museum or the  
Clearwater Marine Aquarium.

 Wednesday  
The big day! Workshops start on Wednesday, 
including the not-to-be-missed Master Class 
Series that we’ve put together this year.  
Wednesday afternoon head out to the ballpark 
to watch the New York Yankees take on the 
Tampa Bay Rays before returning to the hotel 

St. Pete’s,  
Here We Come!

continued on page 3

continued on page 3
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 2  NatioNal StutteriNg aSSociatioN

I am honored to write this 
message as the Chair of 
the NSA, an organization 
that has had a profound 
impact on my life and the 
lives of my husband Gabe 
and our two children,  

Logan (9) and Aspen (7). I am a better  
mother because I found in the NSA the 
support to trust my instinct that the most 
important thing to nurture in our son is  
his confidence to speak. We are careful not  
to sacrifice the foundation of acceptance 
when teaching the tools needed to build  
his fluency. We learned to strike this balance 
through our involvement with the NSA.  
I truly believe that our children, whether 
they stutter or not, must know first that their 
words matter and are welcome in the world. 
They need to know that they have been 
perfectly made – perfect for the life only they 
can lead and the gifts only they can give to 
the world. Being on this journey has made 
me a better parent to not only my son who 
stutters, but to our daughter who speaks 
fluently, because all children and all people 
struggle with self-acceptance and self-doubt. 
Learning to accept ourselves as we are, even 
as we strive to be our best selves, is at the 
heart of being a human being.

The NSA and its members have also 
helped me to discover what it means to  
listen with the intention to hear, a valuable 

skill to have in all aspects of life. I’ve always 
been more of a talker than a listener. I’ve 
enjoyed my life more and the people in it 
since I started to focus more on what others 
have to say. 

Finally, I’ve been humbled and embold-
ened by the bravery of people who stutter 
who must rise above ignorance and an  
impatient society every day. I’m in awe of  
my son and I know that he is teaching others 
by example just by his engagement in life as  
a person who stutters. All of the members  
of the NSA need to know that as stutterers 
they are teachers of some of life’s most  
important lessons. 

So, thank you to each and every member 
of the NSA for your role in providing my 
family with a safe haven on this journey.  
My #1 goal as Chair is to do my part to keep 
this safe haven – this foundation of accep-
tance – available for families for generations. 
We need you to help too. Ask yourself “what 
can I do?” then do it. Make that donation. 
Deliver educational information to schools 
and pediatricians’ offices. Seek out donations 
for the NSA auction. Help someone get to 
our Annnual Conference or to a local chapter 
meeting. Be a leader in the NSA. Be a teacher 
to the ignorant. To get inspired, read the latest 
issue of the NSA newsletters. You’ll be in awe 
of your fellow members. Let’s be awe-inspir-
ing together!

See you at Conference! 

Message From Our Chair
SHerYL HUnTer

Our outreach programs come at a significant cost. The NSA is 
a nonprofit organization with donated office space, a small (but 
mighty) staff, and hundreds of dedicated volunteers. Our financial 
support comes primarily from our members and those (like you) 
who understand the importance of awareness, education, and sup-
port. We are asking for your much-needed help in reaching our 
goal of $25,000 for our Spring Fundraising Drive.

As added incentive, those who donate between now and June 
20, 2012 will be entered into a drawing for a Visa gift card! So be 
sure to make your donation either online at WeStutter.org or by 
contacting us at (800) WE STUTTER and check our website often to 
watch the thermometer rise! And remember, it’s easy to become on 
ongoing benefactor of the NSA by signing up for our fast and easy 
Support Beyond Words program! Thank you in advance for your 
contribution and ongoing support of this important mission; we 
could not do what we do without you. 

Help Us to Help YOU!

These simple words can mean only one 
thing… it’s time for the NSA Auctions! Our 
live auction is one of our largest fundraisers, 
so when you pack for St. Petersburg, don’t 
forget your credit cards, and be sure to leave 
some extra room in your luggage for all of 
the great treasures we’ll have on auction!  
Our silent auction consisting of smaller  
items will also be returning to the confer-
ence this year. This ongoing event is another 
chance to bid on exciting treasures and help 
out the NSA at the same time. Talk about a 
win-win situation! 

We need your help!  
Our auctions provide a large portion of 
the funds we need throughout the year to 
continue providing support to people who 
stutter, and 100% of our auction items are 
donated by YOU! Without your items there 
would be no auction, and without the auc-
tion we lose a major source of funding. We 
ask that you think hard – do you have an 
item or service that you could donate? Con-
sider some of the ideas listed below, and help 
to fuel the power of the NSA to continue to 
change lives!  
•	 Travel	and	hospitality	benefits
•	 Gift	certificates	for	national	chains	or	

Tampa/St.	Petersburg	local	businesses.	
Many	of 	our	conference	participants	will	
be	staying	in	the	area	just	before/after	the	
conference!

•	 Eatery	and	entertainment	passes	(national	
chains)-	Movies,	BBQ,	steakhouses,	
cheesecakes,	etc.

•	 Professional	services
•	 Autographed	memorabilia
•	 Holiday	arts	and	crafts
•	 Family	games	and	toys-	Cameras,	iPods,	

Nintendo	Wii,	software,	video	games	(the	
FUN	stuff!)

•	 Free	stay	in	your	condo/	timeshare	on	
that	resort	island	or	mountain	ski	town

•	 Tickets	and	parking	passes	to	a	pro	game
•	 Flower	of 	the	month,	wine	of 	the	month,	

cupcake	of 	the	month	(delivered	to	their	
door	once	per	month	for	an	entire	year)

•	 Anything	signature	to	your	state	that	you	
can	contribute	to	your	chapter’s	basket!

Have an item in mind? Contact us and let  
us know!

Going once... 
going twice...
SOLD!   
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chaNgiNg the liveS of people who Stutter 3

Marilee Fini’s  
workshop for 
parents, Celebrating 

Your Child’s Speech, 
or Evan Sherman’s 

Raising Stuttering 
Awareness: Ways of Getting 

the Word Out. Saturday after-
noon be sure to check out our Keynote 
Speaker, but keep your schedule clear 
for Saturday night, though, as we say 
goodbye to another conference with our 
top-notch Live Auction followed by our 
catered Saturday Night Banquet. That’s not 
all, though! After dinner and the auction 
we turn the banquet room into a Dance 
Party featuring our own DJ Stutter so you 
can dance the night away with your NSA 
friends, both old and new.   

If you haven’t registered yet don’t put it 
off any longer! Check out our conference 
information and register online today. See 
you in Florida! 

Your Stuttering, then 
enjoy your afternoon 
soaking up the rays 
with fellow NSA’ers at 
our own private beach 
party. Families, don’t forget 
our oh-so-popular Family 
Teaming Event on Friday morning 
or Nina Reeves’ sibling workshop,  
So My Sibling Stutters: What ‘Signals’ Do  
I Send?. First-Timers, be sure to mark your 
schedule to attend the First-Timers Lunch  
to meet others who are navigating our 
Annual Conference for the first time. All 
conference participants are invited to join 
us Friday evening at the hotel pool for our 
“Dive-In” Movie!

 Saturday  
Our last hurrah! We hope that all  
20-Somethings will join us for breakfast 
before reuniting with the rest of our  
conference participants for such workshops 
as Beth Beinvenu’s popular Career All-Stars, 

for our NSA 4th of July BBQ and Fireworks 
Show at the Esplanade in front of the Vinoy.  

 Thursday  
Workshops, workshops, workshops! Start 
the day with our Chapter Leader Breakfast, 
SLP Orientation, or Family Welcome Break-
fast before heading to our Kids Icebreaker 
Session or Scavenger Hunt, to Melanie 
Roger’s workshop Parents: Empowering  
Your Child, or dropping in to our first of 
many Open Mic Sessions. Top off a full 
day of workshops and activities with our 
90-minute Opening Celebration Reception. 
Join your fellow conference attendees as  
we officially kick off the conference in  
‘Sunshine State’ style! 

 Friday  
What would a Florida vacation be without 
a Beach Party?! Check out Dr. Maguire’s 
Q&A, Understanding Psychiatric Medica-
tions for Those Who Stutter or head over  
to Reuben Schuff ’s workshop, Advertising 

was so nervous. I kept 
blocking hard and after 
half an hour, she said  
it doesn’t seem like  
the best job for you. 
I pleaded with her to 
give me a face-to-face, 
to show that I could be 
effective in person, and 
it was pretty much set 
that I wasn’t the right 
fit. That put a damper 
on my experience.”

After high school, 
Chase was accepted  

into Georgia College & State University in 
Milledgeville (about two hours east of At-
lanta) and this is where his life really began. 
“College gave me the first chance to expand 
my circle of friends as well as my knowledge, 
but it was also where I had my first official 
girlfriend during my sophomore year. It also 
proved to be a big thing with my DJ’ing.”

At this time, Chase’s interest in becoming 

a DJ started to emerge. “I was in my dorm 
room and my buddy and I went out to a  
local club called Capital City, and the DJ  
was up there and I just knew I could do  
that,” he remarked. “I’ve played music my 
entire life, specifically piano and drums.  
Over winter break of my freshman year, I 
bought my turntables and equipment to get 
started, but the one thing I was missing was 
a cool DJ name. So my parents and friends 
were all brainstorming, and I asked my sister, 
‘What do you think of DJ Stutter?’ It’s very 
close to me because one, I do stutter, and 
two, there’s a technique called ‘stuttering the 
music.’ My sister loved it, and I went back  
to Milledgeville, telling people what I did.  
I gained a reputation, and my name has really 
had a positive impact on my successes.”

“The DJ spotlight and my name ‘DJ  
Stutter’ allows me to do something I thought 
I could never do in high school – openly  
announce that I stutter and that I’m cool 
with it. It helped me to redefine stuttering in 
my life. Posters, business cards, and advertis-

ing announce that I stutter and that has 
actually been therapeutic for me.” Chase is 
currently the in-house DJ at Capital City, 
where a loyal fan base of about 500-600+ 
young adults come out each weekend. 
While he also performs at weddings other 
functions, so far, his greatest thrill has been 
not just getting involved with the National 
Stuttering Association and sharing the 
bonds of stuttering with all his good friends, 
but having the honor of spinning at the  
2011 closing banquet in Fort Worth, Texas. 
“Having played ‘Closing Time’ by Semisonic 
was a reminder that this conference must 
end, but every conference thereafter is a 
continuation of the good times!”

Straight from the microphone, this  
is Chase’s message to everyone who  
stutters: “There is nothing to be afraid  
of. It will take a lot for some people to  
come to a conference, but you won’t  
regret it. Your stuttering makes you unique 
for yourself!” 

My name ‘DJ Stutter’  

allows me to do  

something I thought  

I could never do in  

high school – openly  

announce that I  

stutter and that  

I’m cool with it.

ST. PeTe’S continued

DJ STuTTer continued
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 4  NatioNal StutteriNg aSSociatioN

 Austin, TX 
The Austin Chapter’s recent meeting was 
a very special one, and Behnaz Abolmaali 
writes that 25 people convened at their usual 
meeting place at UT for a discussion facili-
tated by Geoff Coalson, a doctoral student at 
UT and lifelong PWS. 

Newcomers this month included Brittney 
and Sana, student clinicians at UT, and Mer-
edith, an alumnus of UT’s speech pathology 
program who is now a clinician at From the 
Heart Therapy Services in Austin. It was also 
special to welcome back Joy, who had missed 
two consecutive meetings due to health chal-
lenges, and Karen, a writer and new mom 
from San Antonio whom we hadn’t seen 
since last year. 

Geoff shared his story and experiences 
with various types of speech therapy (e.g. 
Hollins intensive program, psychotherapy, the 
Speech Easy Device, and finally, a combined 
stuttering modification/fluency shaping 
approach). This opened up the floor for 
members to share their own experiences with 
therapy, which approaches help address un-
derlying attitudes, and to come to a place of 
acceptance with stuttering. Geoff brought a 
handout of the concept of “covert” stuttering, 
which illustrated how overt disfluencies are 
only a small part of the experience of being a 
person who stutters.

This was the first month for the Kids/
Family chapter to begin meeting in its new 
time slot immediately before the adult chap-
ter. With the help of student SLPs at UT who 
have volunteered to facilitate youth meetings, 
as well as mentorship from some in the adult 
chapter, there’s an opportunity for an Austin 
TWIST/Teen chapter in the coming months.

Behnaz reports that this has been and 

continues to be a special spring for their 
chapter. Earlier this month, members attend-
ed a Spring Break Chat and Chew at Mangia 
Chicago Stuffed Pizza in central Austin.

 Madison, WI 
Bob Lee writes that the Madison Chapter 
held their meeting at Meriter hospital. Bob, 
Erin, Gloria, Ken, and Matt attended the 
meeting. Bob read the opening words and 
afterward they went “Around the Horn” to 
catch up with everyone. Gloria showed a clip 
from the TV show “What Would You Do” 
which featured a situation with a person who 
stutters.

Matt continues to look for possible 
employment opportunities and Erin talked 
about her work with a stuttering client. Erin 
continues to volunteer her time working with 
people who stutter and continues to be a 
positive person in the NSA.

Bob talked about advertising, how it has 
helped him with his speech, and about how 
and when he uses it as a tool. Ken also talked 
about how his speech has improved when 
talking to strangers. The meeting ended with 
Bob reading the closing words

 Twin Cities, MN 
The Twin Cities Chapter met at Bethlehem 
Baptist Church in downtown Minneapolis, 
and Linda Hinderscheit notes that it was a 
beautiful spring evening in Minnesota and 
six members were in attendance. Judy led 
the meeting, and they talked about stutter-
ing in your dreams, guilt/shame, and the 
recent episode of “What Would You Do?’ 
where a hidden camera recorded the reaction 
of bystanders when actors hassled a young 
woman who stutters about her speech. It was 
a leisurely meeting with time to just relax 
and just catch up with one another. 

 Central NJ 
Hanah Laday reports that the most recent 
meeting of the Central NJ Chapter was  
attended by eight people.

Ken facilitated the event and, for intro-
ductions, asked everyone to share why they 
attend meetings and also asked the SLP 
students to share why they chose to become 
SLPs. All of the people who stutter said that 

talking to and with other PWS is the most 
effective way to cope with stuttering and the 
best path to acceptance. The SLP students 
generally stated that they wanted to be in a 
“helping profession.”

Ken then played a podcast from “A Quiet 
Mind: Spirituality for the Average Joe”  
(http://www.aquietmind.com) hosted by  
Robert Jackson. The episode was titled  
“The Noble Art of Mindful Listening”  
(http://www.aquietmind.com/2007/04/24/
the-noble-art-of-mindful-listening)

The podcast was about learning how to be 
completely present as a listener and learning 
that, as a listener, we are not always required 
to give a response. Often people just need the 
space to be heard by another trusted person.

Ken wanted everyone to consider that be-
ing mindful listeners might cut down on the 
amount of time PWS spend obsessing about 
how/if they will be able to respond with/
without stuttering. All in attendance identified 
with the experience of not hearing the person 
they were listening to because they were too 
distracted by worrying about their stuttering 
when it came time to respond. Some admitted 
to being interrupters because they felt com-
pelled to blurt out their words when they  
felt they could get them out. This kind of 
behavior can lead to PWS being misinterpret-
ed in several ways, and the discussion again 
turned to the importance of acceptance and 
being willing to stutter openly in hopes  
of being true to ourselves as good people, 
good listeners, and good conversationalists.

 South Bend, IN 
The South Bend NSA Chapter held their  
third chapter meeting, and according to 
Chapter Leader Christine Dits there were  
four new attendees (a mother and her son 
who stutters, an SLP student pursuing her 
CCC’s, and her friend), and one regular  
member. Issues discussed were fearful  
speaking situations, emotions surrounding 
stuttering, and how one can learn more about 
stuttering (resources, techniques, general facts 
and questions). Overall, the discussion was 
both informative for the ones who do not  
stutter and emotionally freeing for those  
there who do stutter. Everyone enjoyed the 
discussion and almost everyone participated! 

 CHAPTERNEWS
 DaviD BLazina
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The SLP student (CFY student) was  
a breath of fresh air because she was so  
energetic, had a passion for PWS, and gave  
us all a lot of information on what she is 
learning and has learned about stuttering  
in both classroom and clinical settings.  
She works at an elementary school and 
has a few kids on her caseload who stutter. 
Christine’s aunt, who stuttered severely as a 
child but is now much milder, was also in 
attendance to lend her support and recount 
her experiences with stuttering.

 Cincinnati, OH 
Tom Scharstein writes that as their chapter 
reaches “30” (30 people have walked through 
their chapter doors), they have resolved to 
start an initiative for the month of May.  
They typically have 10 people or so at their 
meetings – eight core members and couple 
new faces.

This month they are contacting and 
encouraging everyone who has ever attended 
one of their meetings to come to their  
“special” May meeting. Their goal is 30 
attendees and they cannot wait to see the 
result, calling this initiative “100% All the 
Way in May!”

What if every chapter in the NSA did  
this in May?

 Dallas, TX 
The Dallas Chapter is having a 30 Year 
Anniversary Celebration! In April of 1982 a 
group called the Dallas Association of Adult 
Stutterers met for the first time at the Callier 
Center for Communication Disorders at the 
University of Texas, Dallas. They eventually 
became the Dallas Chapter of the NSP and 
then the NSA. Since that night they have  
met the last Tuesday of every month, and 
over the last 30 years the Dallas Chapter  
has produced several leaders within the NSA 
and the larger stuttering community.

 On Tuesday evening, May 29, they will 
celebrate 30 years of service and leadership 
within the stuttering community. The  
meeting will be highlighted by food,  
refreshments, a few dignitaries, and lots  
of celebration and reflection! 

The NSA is a non-profit organization, which 
means that our very existence depends upon 
financial support from our members and 
other sources. While we look for funding 
from a variety of sources, our grassroots/
member support is an important part of how 
we fulfill our mission. We are streamlining 
our donation processes to make it even easier 
for you to donate at any price point. Individ-
ual donations, big and small, are the heart of 
our funding. We hope that you will consider 
these options for providing ongoing support 
for the National Stuttering Association and 
help us to bring the gift of the NSA spirit to 
future generations of people who stutter.

From now on, a member of the National 
Stuttering Association is anyone who attends 
local chapter meetings, comes to a conference, 
workshop or youth day, or registers on our 
web site. The basis of our organization is that 
people who stutter are not alone, and we want 
everyone who’s with us to be part of the NSA!

Furthermore, a supporter of the National 
Stuttering Association is anyone who con-
tributes through a monthly pledge, annual 
contribution, or by participation in one of 
our fund drives.  

Q: So what has changed?
A: We used to consider you a NSA member 
only if you paid annual dues. That used to 
cover the cost of mailing Letting go and 
made the newsletter a “perk” of membership. 
Now that our publications are distributed 
mostly online, dropping the dues require-
ment enables us to be more inclusive. So 
people who participate in our programs can 
identify with the NSA as members whether 
or not they can contribute financially.

Q: How do I benefit as a supporter?
A: A tax deduction, recognition as a contribu-
tor, discounted conference registration rates, 
and the satisfaction of knowing you are 
helping the NSA reach out to more people 
who stutter. If participating in NSA activities 
has helped you, we hope you will “give back” 
to the extent you are able to contribute. Over 
the years, the NSA has grown because people 
came to us for support, gained self-confidence 
and strength through our programs, and were 
then empowered to reach out to others. Are 
you one of those people? 

Q: How can I can become a supporter? 
A: Here are just a few of the ways:
•	 Support	Beyond	Words
•	 Individual	donations	(anytime!)
•	 Spring	and	Fall	fund	drives
•	 Donations	to	fund	specific	programs
•	 Matching	fund	programs	at	your	place		

of 	employment
•	 Donations	to	honor	or	remember	a		

loved	one
•	 Lifetime	memberships	for	yourself 		

and/or	your	child

Q: Tell me more about recurring donations? 
A: Support Beyond Words is our “Easy  
Support” Program and help the NSA  
365 days a year by making a monthly  
contributions using your credit card starting 
at just $15/month.

Q: Can I make a one-time donation? 
A: We have a variety of one-time donation 
levels at all price points: 
•	 Bronze ($50-$249)		

$100	provides	lunch	to	children	at	one	
Youth	Day;	$150	prints	and	distributes	
200	stuttering	support	brochures

•	 Silver ($250-$499)	
	 $250	provides	stuttering	support		

materials	to	5	schools
•	 Gold ($500-$999) 
 $500	runs	local	advertising	to	promote	

one	Youth	Day;	$500	educates	speech	
therapists	about	stuttering	at	a	state	
speech-language	association	convention

•	 Platinum ($1,000-$1,499) 
 $1,000	sponsors	a	Youth	Day	(includes	

most	expenses)
•	 Diamond ($1500-$4,999)	
	 $1,500	produces	a	radio	PSA	(public	

service	announcement);	$2,500	sponsors	
and	prints	one	year	of 	“Letting	Go/	
Family	Voices”

•	 Lifetime ($5,000 +)	
	 $5,000	sponsors	2	families	to	attend		

an	NSA	Conference;	$10,000	sponsors		
4	families	to	attend	an	NSA	Conference

Q: What if these options don’t work for me? 
A: Make a donation YOUR way! The finan-
cial support needed to run the NSA comes 
almost entirely from our supporters, so there 
is no contribution too great or small. 

Membership Guidelines
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The NSA is very happy 
to congratulate Christine 
Dits, who is the chapter 
leader for South Bend, 
Indiana, on her accep-
tance into the Master’s 
Degree Speech-Language-

Pathology program at Eastern Michigan 
University, located in Ypsilanti, approximately 
eight miles from Ann Arbor, home to the 
University of Michigan.

The National Stuttering Association 
wishes to congratulate Sarah Watson Bell 
on her upcoming new arrival! Sarah, who 
belongs to the Dallas chapter, is expecting a 
new baby girl (Emma), who will be the new 
sister to young Ethan. 

The NSA wishes to congratulate Cassan-
dra Pietrus not only on earning her speech-
language pathology degree, but becoming a 
new homeowner! Cassandra is a member of 
the Central Jersey chapter.

The NSA wishes to congratulate Dustin 
Linkins on his new job as K-9 Handler for 
the Department of Homeland Security in Ft. 
Meyers, Florida. His partner, ‘Apis’ is a 2 year 
old German Short-Haired Pointer. 

The NSA wishes to 
congratulate NSA staff 
member Mandy Finstad 
and her husband Jean 
Finstad on the purchase 
of their first home! 
After more than a year 
and a half of searching, Jean and Mandy 
have purchased a single family home on  
a partly-wooded acre in the mountains of 
Linden, VA. Jean and Mandy are members  
of the Northern Virginia Adult Chapter  
and co-leaders of the Northern Virginia 
TwST chapter, in addition to Mandy’s  
part-time employment with the NSA.

The National Stuttering Association 
would like to congratulate Scott Maher of 
Timber Lake, South Dakota, on his high 
school graduation and wish him the best  
of luck as he attends the University of South 
Dakota in the fall of 2012!
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The NSA also wishes to congratulate  
Aisha Haynes and Dan Hudock on the  
defense of their dissertations and earning  
of their doctorate degrees. Aisha is an 
Instructional Designer at the University 
of South Carolina Teaching Center for 
Excellence, and Dan is an SLP at Venture 
Rehabilitation Group.

The National Stuttering Association 
would like to congratulate and welcome two 
new members into the chapter leader com-
munity! Ben Goldstein is now a co-leader 
of the Rockville, Maryland chapter along 

with Jerome Mortman, 
and Nina Zito is now a 
chapter leader for the 
Queens, New York region. 
We are very thrilled to 
have them representing 
our organization!

Last month, Dan Jaker and Joel Korte, 
members of the Twin Cities chapter of the 
NSA, put together a benefit show, called 
StutterRock. The purpose was to raise 
funds for the National Stuttering As-
sociation (NSA). StutterRock was a great 
success and $1000 was raised. At their local 
chapter meeting last month, the members 
discussed a preferred use for these funds. 
They decided that, as a first preference, they 
would like this money to go toward provid-
ing scholarships to Minnesota children and 
teens who stutter (and their families) who 
need financial assistance in order to be able 
to attend the Annual Conference. Anyone 
who goes to one of these conferences will 
tell you that it’s a life-changing event. If 
there is funding remaining, the members 
would like for it to be opened up to young 
adults who stutter. 

The National Stuttering Association 
would like to congratulate Chloe Whittaker 
on her high school graduation and wish her 
all the best as she heads off to college!

The NSA also wishes to congratulate 
Ryan McDermott and Melissa Gryzbowski 
on their engagement, and wishes them a 
lifetime of happiness!

The NSA also wishes to congratulate  
Lisa Wilson of Euclid, Ohio and her signifi-
cant other, Mike Harris, on the birth of their 
first child! Lisa and Mike welcomed Noelle  
Jasmine on April 29th at 12:41 p.m., and she 
entered the world weighing in at 7 lbs, 12 oz. 
Lisa is a member of the Cleveland chapter,  
and her twin sister, Cathy, belongs to the  
Pittsburgh chapter.

National Stuttering  
Awareness Week 2012
National Stuttering Awareness Week is the 
time to think about how YOU want to  
celebrate, educate, and spread the word  
about stuttering! We’ve created a web page  
to share some fun facts as well as a link to 
our informative brochures and online store  
to help you get the message out year round.   

The NSA and its members raise aware-
ness of stuttering 52 weeks a year. National 
Stuttering Awareness Week gives us one more 
opportunity to educate and one more reason 
to hold our heads high.  Join us, let us now 
how YOU celebrated NSAW 2012!

Become A Corporate  
Sponsor Today!
Much of our fundraising occurs at our  
Annual Conference, which is attended by 
people from all over the world. The 2012 
conference in St. Petersburg, FL from July  
4th to July 8th has every indication of being 
our largest ever. You can show your support  
by becoming a corporate sponsor and buy-
ing an ad in our conference program (and 
remember: this donation is tax-deductible!) 
Contact us today at (800) WE STUTTER or 
Info@WeStutter.org to find out how!


